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SUB J : SOKA GAKKAI PRESIDENT RULES OUT COOPERATION WITH JCP 
REFS: A) TOKYO 10310; B) TOKYO 9770 

SUMMARY: GAKKAI PRESIDENT IKEDA DELIVERED LENGTHY SPEECH AUGUST 20 
IN WHICH HE EMPHASIZED CO-EXISTENCE- AND RULED OUT COOPERATION- 
BETWEEN THE GAKKAI AND THE JCP. HE ALSO PROMISED CONTINUED GAKKAI 
SUPPORT OF THE CGP (KOMEITO-CLEAN GOVERNMENT PARTY). IKEDA APPA- 
RENTLY MISJUDGED GAKKAI RANK AND FILE AND CGP FEELINGS ON THE SUB- 
JECT AND WAS FORCED TO CLARIFY THE MEANING OF HIS MEETING WITH JCP 
CHAIRMAN MIYAMOTO AND THE TEN- YEAR JCP-SOKA GAKKAI AGREEMENT. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. IN A WELL-PUBLICIZED SPEECH AUGUST 20, SOKA GAKKAI PRESIDENT 
DAISAKU IKEDA CATEGORICALLY DENIED THAT SOKA GAKKAI WOULD PARTICI- 
PATE IN "JOINT STRUGGLES" WITH THE JCP. THE JCP IN RECENT WEEKS 
HAS INDIRECTLY SUGGESTED THE POSSIBILITY OF SOKA GAKKAI JOINING 
A JCP-SPONSORED NATIONAL UNITY FRONT. IKEDA SAID HE AGREED TO MEET 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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JCP CHAIRMAN MIYAMOTO ONLY AFTER REPEATED REQUESTS FROM THE LEFT- 
WING NOVELIST (AND SECRET JCP MEMBER) SEICHO MATSUMOTO, BUT HE WAS 
CERTAIN THAT MIYAMOTO DID NOT HAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THE GAKKAI 
WOULD JOIN POLITICAL FORCES WITH THE JCP. ALONG WITH CONSIDERABLE 
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DISCOURSE ON HIS PHILOSOPHY, IKEDA STATED THAT THE GAKKAI WOULD 
NOT ENTER A JCP-SPONSORED FRONT FOR NATIONAL UNITY AND THAT IT 
WOULD CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE CGP. 

3. COMMENT. HIS FIRST PERSONAL COMMENT ON THE JCP AGREEMENT INDI- 
CATES THAT IKEDA SERIOUSLY MISJUDGED THE EFFECT HIS MEETING WITH 
MIYAMOTO AND AGREEMENT WITH THE JCP WOULD HAVE ON THE RANK AND FILE 
GAKKAI/CGP SUPPORTERS. SOME OF THE MORE ARDENT FOLLOWERS ARE ABLE 
MERELY TO SCRATCH THEIR HEADS IN BEWILDERMENT AND ALLOW THAT THE 
GREAT LEADER MUST HAVE SOME HIGHER, UNFATHOMABLE PURPOSE. BUT THE 
APPEARANCE OF HIS TEAMING UP WITH THE JCP HAS OBVIOUSLY OFFENDED 
MANY STAUNCHLY ANTI-COMMUNIST FOLLOWERS AND IKEDA WAS FORCED HAS- 
TILY TO TAKE COVER IN HIS MORE TRADITIONAL MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD POS- 
TURE. DENIAL OF COOPERATION WITH JCP SHOULD MAKE LIFE EASIER FOR 

THE CGP LEADERSHIP AND ASSUAGE THE FEELINGS OF MANY FOLLOWERS, BUT 
THE ENTIRE EPISODE COULD TEND TO REDUCE IKEDA'S STATURE. 

4. AS SOON AS IT WAS PREPARED A GAKKAI WORKER DELIVERED AN ENGLISH 
SUMMARY OF IKEDA S SPEECH TO THE EMBASSY. IN A BRIEF INTERVIEW, HE 
PROFESSED FAITH IN THE WISDOM OF THE LEADER BUT CONFESSED THAT HE 
FAILED UNDERSTAND COMPLETELY IKEDA'S ACTIONS. 

HODGSON 
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